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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO 

Dear BI Members, 

Congress returned yesterday after the July Fourth holiday break kicking off a month-long work period in Washington DC. 
First up this week, the Senate will consider legislation reauthorizing the No Child Left Behind law. The House of 
Representatives is expected to take up this legislation later in the month. Over the next few weeks Congress will be working 
on a number of annual must-pass bills, including a July 31 deadline to fund the nation's Highway Trust Fund and pass the 
all-important annual appropriations/funding measures. Over the summer, the House and Senate have been working on 
these bills, but the likelihood of passing all of this legislation by year end remains slim.   

Of course, the biggest news is the new alcohol legislation that was introduced in the Senate by Senators Ron Wyden, D-Ore. 
and Roy Blunt, R-Mo. and in the House of Representatives by Erik Paulsen, R-Minn. and Ron Kind, D-Wis. You can read 
more about it below, but I am pleased the proposal provides significant relief and reform of the federal beer excise tax to all 
brewers and beer importers. The Beer Institute will be working diligently with the Brewers Association and others to secure 
co-sponsorship from as many members of Congress as possible, so that we can show how important this issue is and 
advance the legislation.  

Also coming up is the 2015 Beer Institute Annual Membership Meeting, September 8-10 at the Hyatt Regency Washington 
DC.  This meeting is shaping up to be one of the best ever and now includes an opportunity for you to show your support by 
making Hill visits on Thursday, September 10. If you haven’t already made your plans and/or registered for the meeting, 
please CLICK HERE. More meeting details are included below. 

Sincerely, 

Jim McGreevy 
President & CEO 

BEER INDUSTRY UNITED BEHIND NEW FEDERAL EXCISE TAX BILL 

Senator Ron Wyden, D-Ore. introduced the Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax Reform Act S. 1562, at an event in 
Portland, Oregon a few weeks ago. Beer Institute Voting Board member and Rogue Ales president, Brett Joyce was on hand 
to applaud Senator Wyden’s leadership on the issue and urge brewers and beer importers to continue down the path of 
unity on tax relief and reform. 

A companion bill was introduced in the House of Representatives as H.R. 2903 on Friday, June 26 by Reps. Erik Paulsen, R-
Minn. and Ron Kind, D-Wis. Other original co-sponsors include Reps. Earl Blumenauer, D-Ore.; Peter DeFazio, D-Ore.; Lynn 
Jenkins, R-Kan.; Richard Neal, D-Mass.; Pat Tiberi, R-Ohio; and Steve Womack, R-Ark. 

The beer provisions of the bill provide fair, equitable and comprehensive reform of the federal excise tax for all brewers and 
beer importers. The Beer Institute has been working to find common ground to unite the brewing industry behind one 
federal excise tax relief bill. The proposed legislation accomplishes that. 

Notably, the proposal: 

 Reduces the federal excise tax to $3.50 per barrel on the first 60,000 barrels for domestic brewers producing fewer 
than 2 million barrels annually; 

 Reduces the federal excise tax to $16 per barrel on the first 6 million barrels for all other brewers and all beer 
importers; and 

 Keeps the excise tax at the current $18 per barrel rate for barrelage over 6 million. 

In addition to the excise tax adjustments offered in the bill, the proposal includes: 

 A provision that seeks to streamline bookkeeping processes for small brewers and brew pubs; 
 Language that allows for greater collaboration between unaffiliated brewers; and 
 Verbiage that simplifies the TTB processes for bonding requirements and adding beer ingredients such as adjuncts. 

The Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax Reform Act also reinforces the differences between beer and hard liquor by 
continuing to tax them differently. We know that beer and hard liquor are not made, served or consumed the same way, so 
there should be independent tax and regulatory standards. These are points the Beer Institute has made forcefully to 
lawmakers and regulators and will continue to make to them. We are happy Sen. Wyden and other members of Congress 
agree. 
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NEW FACES OF THE BEER INSTITUTE STAFF 

The Beer Institute has added some great talent this summer to the staff in Washington, DC. 

Joy Dubost has joined the Beer Institute as the Senior Director of Science and External Affairs. In this position, she leads 
the development, evaluation and advocacy of our regulatory policies and positions. Joy comes to the Beer Institute from the 
National Restaurant Association where she was the Senior Director of Nutrition for nearly five years. She is a Registered 
Dietitian, Board Certified in Sports Dietetics (CSSD), and has a PhD in food science from Penn State University. She has 
worked in the areas of food science and nutrition for over 15 years, including nutrition communications and education, 
public policy, and product development. Joy has a great passion for beer and brewing. She is a Master Brewers Association 
of the Americas beer steward and has been a great fan and spokesperson for the industry for years. 

Michael Uhrich has been named the Beer Institute Chief Economist. Michael is a veteran of the beer industry, having spent 
part of his career at MillerCoors, most recently managing the marketplace intelligence function in their Insights division. He 
is a Certified Beer Server through the Cicerone Certification Program and an avid home brewer. Michael holds both a 
bachelor’s and master’s degree in economics from Marquette University. 

We have also added the new position of Director of Federal Affairs filled by Joe Heaton. Joe, who spent more than a decade 
on Capitol Hill, most recently served Rep. Jon Runyan, R-New Jersey as Deputy Chief of Staff and Legislative Director 
following time in Rep. Mike Turner’s, R-Ohio, office as Legislative Director and Counsel. He has handled several issue areas 
for Congressman Runyan, including tax, trade, financial services, judiciary and appropriations. Joe is a graduate of the 
Dickinson School of Law at Penn State University. 

These are all integral roles to the mission and work of the Beer Institute. Please look out for more communication in the 
future from these new staff members. 

 

MCGREEVY: "SPIRITS ARE OUR NUMBER ONE THREAT" 

BI president and CEO, Jim McGreevy, joined NBWA’s Craig Purser and brewer Larry Bell at the Brewbound Session Chicago 
2015 on June 11. On the eve of the U.S. Senate introduction of the Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax Reform Act, Jim 
called for unity on legislation that is “fair, equitable and comprehensive” to reform the federal excise tax on beer. Instead of 
finding differences amongst various segments of the beer industry, Jim urged the attendees to turn their sights to the hard 
liquor industry. 

As reported in Craft Business Daily, “’The number one threat to beer is spirits,’ Jim said. ‘Spirits is making inroads, and has 
for years, on beer sales. The case is the same in Washington DC. So having one bill, being able to speak in one voice on this 
issue, helps in a lot of other ways.’” 

Five days later, Jim stressed the same message while joining NBWA’s Craig Purser, BA’s Bob Pease, and ABL’s John 
Bodnovich on a panel at the 2015 National Conference of State Liquor Administrators in San Diego. 

LME TAKES IMPORTANT STEP ON ALUMINUM 

On July 1, the London Metal Exchange (LME) announced proposals to increase the minimum load-out rate for metal stored 
in LME-approved warehouses and cap the rent charged for metal in a queue at these warehouse. These proposals will 
address existing and potential future queues at LME warehouses, as well as the levels of rent and free-on-truck rates (FOT) 
charged by warehouse companies. 

Over the past three years, the BI has encouraged LME to take steps like these, which will help make the LME more 
transparent and functional through self-regulation. The LME’s proposals to cap rents and reduce wait times, for example, 
should reduce the delays in obtaining metal and correct other market inefficiencies – such as costly incentives paid to 
aluminum producers – that are expensive for manufacturers that use metal. 
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THE BEER INSTITUTE WELCOMES SOUTHERN BREWING COMPANY 

The newest brewer member of the Beer Institute is Georgia package brewery Southern Brewing Company. Located in 
Athens, one of Southern Brewing Co.’s founders is Beer Institute alum Rick Goddard. We welcome the Southern Brewing 
Company and are excited to have Rick back in the beer business. You can learn more about them at www.sobrewco.com. 

 

BI OFFICE EVENTS 

As many of you know by now, the BI moved to a new office last fall. Our favorite feature of the new office is the BI beer 
bar. We have used our bar to host reporters, allied organizations, members of Congress and Congressional staff. Here's a 
photo of Jim McGreevy with Senator Ron Johnson, R-Wis. from a recent event at the BI bar. If you haven’t seen our new 
space, please stop for a beer when you are in town! 

 

REGISTER NOW FOR THE BI ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

As a reminder, registration for the 2015 Beer Institute Annual Membership Meeting is NOW OPEN. If you have not already 
registered, please CLICK HERE to do so and obtain hotel information. Please be sure to make your hotel reservation as soon 
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as possible. The hotel room block and guaranteed rate closes on August 18. 

As an update, we are pleased to announce that Representative Steve Womack, R-Ark. will join us as a speaker during our 
Annual Membership Meeting. In the House of Representatives, Rep. Womack serves on the Appropriations Committee and 
the Defense, Financial Services, and Labor-Health and Human Services subcommittees, as well as the House Budget 
Committee.  

This year's meeting will also feature: 

 Timothy Massad, Chairman of the Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) as the keynote speaker; 
 A reception and dinner hosted by Anheuser-Busch at the National Archives where guests will be able to tour a 

special exhibition sponsored in part by the Beer Institute, "The Spirited Republic: Alcohol in American History." You 
may also view the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, the Bill of Rights and the Magna Carta at the event. 
This is a unique opportunity to see one of Washington’s premier sights while enjoying a cold beer and the 
camaraderie of colleagues; and 

 Meetings on Capitol Hill, where we will meet with members of Congress and staff. This is a great opportunity to 
show your support for the U.S. beer industry and explain the importance of your business to your elected officials. 

Please be sure to RSVP for each event you plan to attend through the registration site, as certain events require a list of 
names for security purposes. If you have any questions regarding registration or the meeting, please feel free to contact 
Susan Haney at 202-737-2337 or shaney@beerinstitute.org. We look forward to seeing you in Washington, DC! 

Forward this message to a friend

You received this email because you signed up for updates from the Beer Institute. We hope you’ll stay tuned for more news and information, but you 
can always unsubscribe if you wish. 

BeerInstitute.org 

BEER INSTITUTE, 440 FIRST STREET, NW, SUITE 350, WASHINGTON, DC 20001 
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