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IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE VIEWING THIS EMAIL, PLEASE CLICK HERE TO VIEW ONLINE. 

LETTER FROM WASHINGTON 

Dear BI Members: 

There are lots of great things to tell you in this month's edition of the Beer Line, the Beer Institute’s newsletter. Since our 
last Beer Line, the United States Senate passed a budget, the United States House of Representatives voted to repeal 
Medicare's sustainable growth rate (SGR) formula for physician reimbursement, something that has been debated for many 
years, and the spirits industry told members of Congress it plans to seek lower excise taxes.  

This Beer Line updates you on our efforts to defeat standard drink, eliminate keg theft, reform and reset the federal excise 
tax on beer, and tell the best possible story on behalf of the entire beer category. 

As always, if you have questions or ideas, you can always reach me at jmcgreevy@beerinstitute.org, or by telephone at 
(202) 737-BEER. 

Sincerely, 

Jim McGreevy 
President and CEO 

 

KNOW YOUR DRINK: BEER INSTITUTE CRITICIZES STANDARD 
DRINK'S PLACE IN DIETARY GUIDELINES 

In verbal testimony last week before officials from both the Departments of Agriculture and Health and Human Services, the 
Beer Institute argued that “standard drink” has no place in the 2015 Dietary Guidelines for Americans. 

In her testimony, Christina Hartman, senior director of Beer Policy and External Affairs for the BI, said that the existing 
Dietary Guidelines “tell consumers that all drinks are the same – that a martini and a light beer are the same. Scientific 
research and common sense tell you they are not the same…The evidence shows that during typical and customary drinking 
occasions, consumers may drink from 50 to 300 percent more alcohol in a single cocktail than they would get in a 
customary light beer – while believing that the amount of alcohol in their mixed drink is the same as that in their neighbor’s 
beer. Telling consumers that a drink is a drink is misleading Americans who choose to drink in moderation.” 

Earlier, the BI filed written comments with the Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee urging the federal government to 
adopt Know Your Drink in place of “standard drink.” Know Your Drink should displace the misleading equalization graphic, 
and offers consumers smarter, more effective instruction on drinking alcohol responsibly. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON NEW EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBER: MICROSTAR CEO 
MICHAEL HRANICKA 

Michael Hranicka, president and CEO of MicroStar Logistics, has been elected to the Beer Institute Ex-Officio Board of 
Directors. MicroStar owns and manages the largest independent fleet of kegs in the world and works with more than 200 
brewers. “Michael’s voice on behalf of MicroStar adds an important perspective to the Beer Institute’s work related to the 
keg supply chain. This will complement the existing representation we have from other major ingredient and packaging 
industries,” said Jim McGreevy, president and CEO of the Beer Institute. “It’s a pleasure to welcome Michael to this industry 
leadership position on behalf of the full board and membership of the Beer Institute.” 

BEER INSTITUTE, MICROSTAR, BREWERS ASSOCIATION JOIN 
FORCES TO FIGHT KEG THEFT 

The theft of kegs – whether for sale on the scrap metal market or on the black market for personal or brewer re-use – 
continues to be a multi-million dollar hit to the industry’s bottom line. On March 6, the Beer Institute co-authored a letter 
with MicroStar and the Brewers Association asking the major online auction site eBay to stop hosting and facilitating the 
sale of kegs.  The letter reads “The vast majority of kegs for sale on eBay are stolen. Individual sellers are rarely lawful 
owners of kegs and should be required to provide proof of ownership prior to posting a keg for sale on eBay.” Read the 
letter here. 

 

FAIR BEER ACT (H.R. 767/S. 807): BIPARTISAN, BICAMERAL AND 
ENDORSED 

The Beer Institute's Fair BEER Act has been adding co-sponsors among members of Congress in both the U.S. House of 
Representatives and U.S. Senate. It’s also been picking up support from other major industry groups, including the National 
Barley Growers Association, which endorsed the legislation in an op-ed published by The Hill newspaper, the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters and International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, which delivered a letter to 
Capitol Hill stating their support for the Fair BEER Act on behalf of its 1.4 million members.  To date, the Fair BEER Act has 
51 co-sponsors in the House, and nine co-sponsors in the Senate. Learn more about the Fair BEER Act here. 

BARLEY BREWS & BOOTS 

In partnership with the National Barley Growers Association, the Beer Institute and its members hosted more than 300 
Capitol Hill staff and others at our annual Barley, Brews & Boots reception. This year saw enthusiastic crowds of legislative 
and policy staff lining up to sample and taste more 30 brands, including beers offered by Craft Brew Alliance, North 
American Breweries, Rogue Ales, Bell’s Brewery, Inc., Sprecher Brewing Co., and Schlafly of St. Louis Brewing Co., as well 
as Anheuser-Busch, MillerCoors, Constellation Brands and HEINEKEN USA. 

The Beer Institute knows that the best way to talk about our industry is over a beer – and we continue to find a receptive 
audience to discuss complex industry issues when hosting legislative, regulatory and policy staff. Look for more information 
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about future opportunities to support the Beer Institute’s efforts at outreach and hospitality inside of Washington, DC. 

 

BEER INSTITUTE AND UBER TEAM UP TO PROVIDE SAFE RIDES 
HOME 

For decades, America’s brewers and beer importers have been industry leaders in promoting the responsible consumption of 
their products. Their efforts include dozens of national and community-based programs designed to promote responsible 
drinking and discourage underage drinking and drunk driving. 

The Taste of the South Gala is one of the hottest tickets in Washington, DC. Since the Beer Institute donates the beer for 
the charity event, we wanted to find a way to encourage responsibility among attendees, focusing on getting party-goers a 
safe and sober ride home. To do this, we partnered with Uber to ask the attendees to “pledge your commitment to 
responsibility and taking a safe ride home.” The perk of taking the pledge was entry into a contest to win a safe, and free, 
ride home with Uber DC.  In the end, many ticket holders were moved to take the pledge and enter the contest after seeing 
our messages. 

 

BEER INSTITUTE ANNUAL MEETING 

The Beer Institute's Annual Membership Meeting will be held in Washington, DC again this year from Sept. 8-10 at the Hyatt 
Regency Washington near Capitol Hill. You will receive more information via email shortly. Please contact Susan Haney if 
you have any questions in the meantime.  

Forward this message to a friend

You received this email because you signed up for updates from the Beer Institute. We hope you’ll stay tuned for more news and information, but you 
can always unsubscribe if you wish. 
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