
TOTAL ECONOMIC OUTPUT:

$331 BILLION

TOTAL WAGES AND BENEFITS:

$102 BILLION

TOTAL JOBS:

2 MILLION

NATIONAL ECONOMIC IMPACT OF

THE AMERICAN BEER INDUSTRY



ALUMINUM PRICING

BACKGROUND:

Every aluminum user in the United States must pay a premium called the Midwest 
Premium (MWP) on aluminum purchases. Metal producers  established the MWP years 
ago initially to cover the logistical costs of moving metal into North America – similar to a 
shipping and handling fee.  Today, the MWP is treated as a way to increase producer 
profits. Aluminum producers require aluminum users to pay the MWP as determined by 
one third-party entity, and that third-party entity relies primarily on bids and offers, not 
closed transactions, to set the MWP.

Industries thrive when they can depend on predictability and accountability in the metals 
market. Reliance on bids and offers, not closed transactions, adversely affects predictability 
and accountability. Currently, no federal government agency has clear oversight of the 
MWP or the process by which it is set. The absence of oversight also affects predictability 
and accountability and, as such, harms aluminum users. 

ASK:

Co-sponsor the Aluminum Pricing Examination (APEX) Act (S. 2462/H.R. 2698) by Senators 
Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) and Tom Cotton (R-AR) and Representatives Al Lawson (D-FL) and 
Ken Buck (R-CO). 

DESCRIPTION OF LEGISLATION:

This commonsense and bipartisan legislation gives the Commodities Futures Trading 
Commission enhanced authority to conduct oversight of aluminum premium reporting 
entities in the aluminum market. Regulatory oversight is both necessary and appropriate 
to provide fairness and transparency in the marketplace.



UNMERCHANTABLE BEER

BACKGROUND:

Efforts to control the spread of COVID-19 severely impacted the hospitality sector, with 
almost all bars and restaurants shuttered and many of the most significant draft beer 
events in our nation canceled. As a result, the beer distributed to arenas, ballparks, music 
venues, bars, restaurants, and other on-premises locations became unmerchantable. 
While some beer went into producing hand sanitizer, a majority of unmerchantable beer 
was ultimately destroyed. Beer disposal is a labor-intensive process that involves 
removing the beer from where it was delivered and then treating the beer to ensure it 
meets wastewater requirements before destroying it.

All three tiers of the beer industry—including brewers and beer importers, distributors, 
and retailers—faced extraordinary losses – estimated to be between $800-$900 million - 
from this unmerchantable beer.

ASK:

Co-sponsor the Hospitality and Commerce Job Recovery Act of 2021 (S. 477/H.R. 1346) by 
Senators Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV) and Kevin Cramer (R-ND) and Representatives 
Steven Horsford (D-NV) and Darin LaHood (R-IL).

DESCRIPTION OF LEGISLATION:

This bipartisan legislation includes a one-time tax credit for unmerchantable inventory. 
The bill provides much-needed support to America’s hospitality industry, a massive 
sector of the economy employing tens of millions of Americans, which the COVID-19 
pandemic upended and is struggling to recover.



BACKGROUND:

The beer industry has spent decades on responsible drinking campaigns, safe ride 
initiatives, voluntary advertising guidelines, supporting retailer I.D. checks, and the creation 
and availability of low-to-no alcohol beverages – all to help ensure that consumers enjoy 
beer products safely and responsibly. 

Every year, the  beer industry supports training for thousands of alcohol servers on best 
practices, such as checking identifications to ensure only adults of legal drinking age 
purchase alcohol. And in the last decade, Beer Institute members have provided more 
than 6.4 million safe rides to consumers on either mass transit or through free or 
discounted rides.

ASK:

The upcoming holiday season will involve many occasions where people will gather 
with friends and loved ones, and many of these occasions will include drinking alcohol. 
Members of Congress’ social media platforms are powerful tools, and we hope you will 
take a few minutes to film a short video reminding your constituents to drink responsibly.

DESCRIPTION OF CAMPAIGN:

To assist you, we have attached the recommended script 
to use for Halloween, the Wednesday before Thanksgiving
 (which is the most popular day of the year for beer sales
 in bars and restaurants), and New Year’s Eve. The script 
is a powerful message that only adults of legal drinking 
age should drink alcohol, and some should not drink 
at all. It encourages constituents to talk with a trusted 
health care professional if they have questions 
about consuming alcohol, know the amount of 
alcohol in their drink, and have food and water 
while drinking.

COMMITMENT TO 
RESPONSIBILITY



PSA SCRIPTS

FOR HALLOWEEN:

Hello, I’m Congressman/woman/Senator NAME.

No matter what you are thinking of dressing up as for Halloween, one of the most important 
decisions you can make while celebrating is to drink responsibly. If you choose to drink, always drink 
in moderation. Know the amount of alcohol in your drink, and have food and water while drinking. 

Only adults of legal drinking age should drink alcohol, and some should not drink at all. I encourage 
you to talk with a trusted health care professional if you have questions about consuming alcohol or 
visit the National Institutes of Health’s Rethinking Drinking website.

Your costume should be the scariest part of the holiday. Stay safe and have fun.

FOR THANKSGIVING:

Hello, I’m Congressman/woman/Senator NAME.

As we get together with family and friends this Thanksgiving, I want to remind you to celebrate 
responsibly. If you choose to drink, always drink in moderation. Know the amount of alcohol in your 
drink, and have food and water while drinking. 

Only adults of legal drinking age should drink alcohol, and some should not drink at all. I encourage 
you to talk with a trusted health care professional if you have questions about consuming alcohol 
or visit the National Institutes of Health’s Rethinking Drinking website.

Your loved ones will be grateful when you choose to drink responsibly.

FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE:

Hello, I’m Congressman/woman/Senator NAME.

As we prepare to ring in the New Year, I want to remind you to celebrate responsibly. If you choose 
to drink, always drink in moderation. Know the amount of alcohol in your drink, and have food and 
water while drinking. 

Only adults of legal drinking age should drink alcohol, and some should not drink at all. I 
encourage you to talk with a trusted health care professional if you have questions about 
consuming alcohol or visit the National Institutes of Health’s Rethinking Drinking website.

The best way to bring in 2022 is to celebrate New Year’s Eve safely and responsibly.



BEER INSTITUTE BEER CHAMPIONS 
AWARD RECEPTION
WHEN:
TONIGHT, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2021, FROM 6:00 PM TO 8:00 PM

WHERE:
YOTEL WASHINGTON, D.C. - ART AND SOUL
415 NEW JERSEY AVENUE NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20001 

THE BEER INSTITUTE INVITES YOU TO A 
RECEPTION TO CELEBRATE OUR 2021 
BEER CHAMPION AWARDEES.

Take your picture with Washington 
Nationals’ Racing Presidents Teddy 
(Roosevelt) and George (Washington) 
while enjoying a selection of beer 
from some of America’s finest brewers 
and beer importers.

This invitation is non-transferable, 
and guests must be at least 21 years 
of age with a valid, government-
issued I.D. verifying their age. This 
event abides by Senate and House 
ethics rules.

Please celebrate responsibly.
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