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BEER INSTITUTE ANNUAL MEETING 
GENERAL SESSION SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

 

Melissa Ameluxen 
Anheuser-Busch 
Vice President, State Government Affairs 
 
Melissa Ameluxen is the vice president of state government affairs at Anheuser-Busch. Ameluxen leads 
state government affairs teams across all 50 states for Anheuser-Busch. In this capacity, she implements 
strategies and programs that promote a pro-beer legislative agenda and help create a favorable and 
responsible regulatory environment in the U.S. 
 
Prior to joining Anheuser-Busch, Ameluxen was the vice president of state government affairs for the 
California/Nevada Credit Union Leagues, working on behalf of more than 430 credit unions in California 
and Nevada with more than 9.1 million members. Ameluxen has also served as a staff member to a 
California state assemblyman and a campaign manager to a number of political candidates for state and 
local offices in California. 
 
Melissa grew up in Chino Hills, California. She is an alumna of California Polytechnic University, Pomona 
where she was a member of the NCAA women’s volleyball team and graduated with a B.A. in public 
administration. She is a new resident of Washington, D.C., moving there with her husband in 2020. 
---------- 
 
Danny Brager 
Brager Beverage Alcohol Consulting & 3Tier Beverages 
Industry Consultant 
  
Danny Brager has a wealth of experience in the beverage alcohol industry, analyzing trends over many 
years. He formerly headed Nielsen’s beverage alcohol practice area in the U.S., leading teams that 
supported relationships with Nielsen’s clients as well as key industry groups and the media.   
 
In his current consulting role, Danny provides data-driven analysis and insights to beverage alcohol 
companies seeking to translate information into fact-based insights in support of their goals. Each year, 
he presents at a large number of notable industry and company events and is a frequent thought leader 
contributor to the media. His informed opinions are highly respected by the beverage alcohol industry.   
 
Danny also regularly works with 3Tier Beverages, a company focused on the beverage alcohol space – 
facilitating NielsenIQ scan data into VIP’s iDIG platform, creating user-friendly and actionable 
dashboards for clients, and providing fact-based insights. 
 
Danny was born in Calgary and moved to Toronto where he graduated from the Schulich School of 
Business at York University. He relocated to Mission Viejo, California in 1993 where he now resides.   
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Marc A. Brazeau 
Constellation Brands 
Vice President, Global Logistics 

Marc A. Brazeau was appointed vice president of global logistics for Constellation Brands in July 2021. In 
this position, he is responsible for the development and execution of evolving route-to-market supply 
chain logistics strategies, the processes and tactics required to optimize the inbound and outbound 
transportation of goods across the beer, wine and spirits, and affiliate footprints, and accelerating 
enhanced go-to-market operational capabilities. 
 
Brazeau has held positions on both sides of the supply chain, in the supplier community with Canadian 
Pacific Railway and as a shipper in the automotive and CPG sectors, as well as in global management 
consulting.     
 
Brazeau has chaired supply chain industry committees, published several industry benchmarking 
studies, contributed to supply chain publication articles, and has been a regular panelist or speaker at 
global supply chain conferences.  
 
Brazeau holds a Master of Business Administration degree from Georgia State University in Atlanta. 
---------- 
 
Dan Clausner 
Illinois Licensed Beverage Association  
Executive Director 
 
Daniel Clausner was hired as the executive director of the Illinois Licensed Beverage Association (ILBA) in 
2007, after holding a variety of sales, marketing and management positions in the adult beverage 
industry. Executive Director Clausner leads the oldest business trade association (organized in 1880) in 
the country dedicated to promoting and protecting the retail businesses that sell or serve beverage 
alcohol.  
 
Prior to being named executive director, Daniel previously served as general manager of Mueller 
Distributing Company, overseeing the largest adult beverage distributor in central Illinois. For almost 
two decades, he was working for and affiliated with the E & J Gallo Winery holding the supplier position 
of Gallo Midwest Division Manager and the distributor position of Gallo Division sales manager at 
Romano Brothers Beverage Company in Chicago, Illinois.  
 
Daniel holds a B.S. in speech from Northwestern University, and a M.A. in political science from the 
University of Illinois-Springfield. Clausner is “All but Dissertation – ABD” and scheduled to defend his 
dissertation fall 2022 for a doctorate in public administration from the University of Illinois-Springfield.  
 
Additionally, Daniel is an MBA adjunct professor in the College of Business and Management at the 
University of Illinois-Springfield. He and his wife, Renee, reside in Springfield, IL and are the parents of 
four adult children and have two grandchildren. 
---------- 
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Jake Colvin 
National Foreign Trade Council 
President 
 
Jake Colvin is president of the National Foreign Trade Council, the leading business association 
dedicated to advancing the interests of U.S. companies in international commerce. 
 
As president, he leads efforts to advance global commerce through the promotion of international trade 
and tax policies that contribute to economic growth and job creation. He oversees NFTC’s work to 
strengthen the rules, norms and institutions that enable access to the global economy and emphasizes 
the role of trade in solving complex global problems. 
 
Prior to being named president, Jake served as NFTC’s vice president for global trade and innovation. He 
led efforts to promote an open global digital economy and elevate the role of trade policy in solving 
global climate and health challenges as well as the Council’s engagement with multilateral institutions 
including the World Trade Organization and APEC. From 2005 until 2008, Jake directed NFTC’s 
USA*Engage coalition to emphasize the benefits of U.S. economic, diplomatic and citizen engagement in 
the global economy.  
 
He is a co-founder of the Global Innovation Forum (GIF), which engages a global network of small 
businesses, nonprofit leaders and government officials to explore the role of technology, 
trade policies and programs in fostering resilience and inclusive growth. From 2014 until 2021, he served 
as GIF’s executive director.  
 
Jake is a cleared advisor to the U.S. government and has testified before Congress. He has written about 
trade and foreign policy for media including Business Week, Forbes, Inc. and Politico and has provided 
analysis for outlets including CNBC, CNN, NBC News and NPR. 
---------- 
 
Darcy DaCosta 
Molson Coors Beverage Company 
Senior Director, Government Affairs 
 
Darcy DaCosta is a senior director of government affairs for Molson Coors Beverage Company (MCBC).  
DaCosta joined MCBC in 2018 and manages all government affairs (legislative, executive lobbying, 
advocacy, coalition building, etc.) activities in the Northeast region.  
 
Prior to joining MCBC, DaCosta served as vice president of government affairs and business 
development for IGT Global Solutions, the global leader in gaming and lottery technology. In that role, 
she led their government affairs and sales initiatives in the United States representing the company 
before numerous state governments, as well as trade, political and policy organizations. 
 
Darcy attended college in Rhode Island where she currently resides with her husband Chris and her two 
amazing kids. 
---------- 
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Pat Doerr 
Hospitality Business Association of Chicago 
Managing Director 
 
Pat Doerr is the managing director of the Hospitality Business Association of Chicago, a non-profit 
chamber for on-premise retailers in the City of Chicago. The Hospitality Association works to promote, 
protect, and inform Chicago’s on-premise retail licensees and collaborates with Chicago’s off-premise 
licenses and partners in the distribution and supplier tiers to discourage burdensome tax increases and 
regulatory mandates on the beverage alcohol industry.  
 
Pat joined the Hospitality Association shortly after it was founded by on-premise retailers in 2006 
concerned about proposed new mandates and multiple tax threats facing the hospitality industry. Since 
then, he has worked to advocate for the Chicago hospitality industry and to promote the pleasures of 
enjoying beer, wine and spirits at Chicago’s plethora of on-premise licensed small businesses. His most 
important accomplishment during the lengthy pandemic challenge was leveraging social media and 
traditional media to drive public support for allowing all Chicago taverns to reopen for on-site service 
after the City of Chicago initially refused to allow them to reopen in spring 2020. 
 
Pat graduated from Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas in 1993 with a Bachelor of Arts. Pat and his 
family live in Chicago a few blocks from iconic Wrigley Field and enjoy supporting the city’s hospitality 
industry and cultural institutions have to offer, even in winter. 
---------- 
 
Ryan Ellis 
Center for a Free Economy 
President 
 
Ryan Ellis is the president of Center for a Free Economy, a 501(c)(4) non-profit based in Northern 
Virginia. Ellis is an IRS Enrolled Agent tax expert and has run a tax season client practice for over twenty 
years. He has also served as a consultant for Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld since 2014 with a focus on 
conservative coalitions and GOP government relations. He was formerly the tax policy director at Grover 
Norquist's Americans for Tax Reform where he managed all federal tax policy issues and headed their 
federal policy team. 
 
Ryan graduated from The Catholic University of America with a master’s degree in politics. 
---------- 
 
Steve Elmendorf  
Subject Matter 
Managing Partner & Co-Founder 
 
Steve is widely recognized as one of Washington, D.C.'s preeminent political and legislative strategists. 
With a career on Capitol Hill and in politics spanning more than 30 years, Steve's tenure in Washington 
has been grounded in daily interaction with the White House, cabinet officials, members of Congress 
and leading interest groups on the front lines of the economic, social, domestic, national security and 
foreign policy debates of the last decades.  
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Steve rose to become the highest-level Democratic staffer in the House of Representatives as chief of 
staff to House Democratic Leader Richard Gephardt. Upon leaving the Hill, he served as a senior advisor 
to the Gephardt, Kerry and Clinton presidential campaigns.  
 
Since 2006, Steve has represented some of the nation's most important corporations, trade associations 
and organizations on critical legislative and regulatory issues, helping to drive their businesses, build 
their brands and expand their market shares. He has been a guest on CNN, MSNBC and Fox News, and is 
consistently listed among the most influential leaders in Washington by Politico, The Hill, GQ and other 
national publications. 
---------- 
 
Melissa Fiman 
NielsenIQ 
Vice President, BASES 
 
Melissa Fiman is NielsenIQ BASES vice president of North America non-CPG industries, responsible for 
driving customer success with clients in the alcohol, retail and other non-CPG industries.   
 
Having worked in the product and brand innovation and renovation space for over 20 years, her 
experience has included partnering with a breadth of Fortune 500 companies, and categories ranging 
from food and beverages to beauty and personal care, and pet food, among others.  She has also 
worked extensively with retailers on their product and service innovation needs.   
---------- 
 
Kaumil Gajrawala 
Credit Suisse 
Managing Director – Beverage, Household & Personal Care and Wellness 
 
Kaumil Gajrawala is a managing director at Credit Suisse covering their beverage, household & personal 
care and wellness sectors.  
 
Kaumil is the first sell-side analyst to analyze wellness companies (including fitness, outdoor recreation, 
healthy food and beverage) as a stand-alone vertical. He brings 24 years of analytical experience to this 
role both on the buy-side and sell-side, with 20 years focused on the consumer sector.  
Most recently, Kaumil covered global consumer products at Manikay Partners, an investment firm. Prior 
to Manikay, he was a top-3 ranked beverage analyst at UBS, according to Institutional Investor.  
 
Kaumil holds a Bachelor of Science in finance from Rutgers University and currently resides in New 
Jersey. 
---------- 
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Mike Halfacre 
Beer Wholesalers Association of New Jersey 
Executive Director 
 
Michael Halfacre is executive director of the Beer Wholesalers Association of New Jersey as well as 
president of Credit Compliance Corporation, which is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Beer Wholesalers 
Association that assists all New Jersey alcoholic beverage wholesalers in complying with the New Jersey 
credit regulation with regard to the wholesale distribution of alcohol.  
 
Halfacre, having served as director of the New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, has a deep 
knowledge and understanding of alcohol beverage laws and regulations. This experience, combined with 
his background in financial, real estate and political matters, enables him to provide valuable counsel to 
the Association Members.  
 
Halfacre was appointed as director of the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control by Governor Chris 
Christie. He began his work as acting director on February 6, 2012, and after New Jersey Senate 
confirmation, was sworn in as director on March 30, 2012.  
 
While at the ABC, Michael oversaw the implementation of New Jersey’s direct-to-consumer wine 
shipping statute and the expansion of privileges for wineries, craft breweries and craft distilleries. He 
was also responsible for the planning and roll-out of the ABC’s electronic licensing system, the first 
major overhaul in the ABC’s technology in over 20 years.  
 
Prior to leading the ABC, Mr. Halfacre served as mayor of Fair Haven. He took office in the Monmouth 
County borough in 2007 and won reelection in 2010. As mayor of Fair Haven, he lowered property taxes 
every year from FY2008 to FY2012, the only municipality in the state to accomplish that feat. He was 
also a candidate for the United States Congress in 2010.  
 
In addition to his role as mayor, Halfacre ran his own law practice, where he specialized in transactions, 
including purchases, sales and refinancing of real estate, small business transactions and transfers of 
ABC licenses. He also served as a municipal attorney for several area municipalities.  
 
Michael is a member of the New Jersey State Bar Association, the Monmouth Bar Association and is a 
trustee of the Monmouth Bar Foundation.  
 
He is committed to public service, having served on the boards of the Fair Haven Community Appeal and 
the Fair Haven Education Foundation. Michael founded and was first president of The Foundation for 
Fair Haven, a 501(c)(3) dedicated to improving the Borough of Fair Haven. He also sat on the board of 
the Lt. Dennis W. Zilinski Foundation, which assists wounded service members. 
--------- 
 
Gavin Hattersley 
Molson Coors Beverage Company 
President & CEO  

Prior to his current position, Hattersley served as chief executive officer of MillerCoors, the U.S. division 
of Molson Coors, from September 2015. Prior to joining MillerCoors, he served as chief financial officer 



 
 

7 
 

of Molson Coors from June 2012 to September 2015. From July 2008 to June 2012, Hattersley served as 
executive vice president and chief financial officer of MillerCoors. He also served as senior vice president 
of finance for Miller Brewing Company from October 2002 to July 2008. He came to Miller Brewing 
Company from SAB Limited of Johannesburg, South Africa, where he held several financial management 
positions before becoming chief financial officer in 1999. Prior to joining SAB Limited in 1997, he spent 
almost 10 years with Barloworld Limited in various finance positions. 

Hattersley holds an honors degree in accounting science and a bachelor’s degree from the University of 
South Africa. He passed the Public Accountants and Auditors Board exams in 1987. 

---------- 
 
Sam Kieffer 
American Farm Bureau Federation 
Vice President, Public Policy 
 
Sam Kieffer serves as the American Farm Bureau Federation’s vice president of public policy. In this role, 
he leads the AFBF government affairs, advocacy and economics teams in advocating for farmers and 
ranchers with Congress and the administration.  
 
Kieffer previously served as the chief administrative officer of Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, where he led a 
staff of more than 80 professionals in representing and serving farm and rural families across 
Pennsylvania. He began his career with Pennsylvania Farm Bureau in 2005 and held several positions 
within the organization including regional organization director, national government relations director, 
and manager of the Government Affairs & Communications Division. Kieffer is also a 12-year veteran of 
the Pennsylvania Army National Guard, where he served as a logistics officer.  
 
Kieffer grew up on a family grain and beef farm in Pennsylvania and earned a bachelor’s degree in 
political science from Dickinson College, a master’s degree in public administration from Widener 
University and a master’s degree in business administration from Delaware Valley University. He is also a 
recipient of FFA’s Honorary American Degree. 
---------- 
 
Danelle Kosmal 
Beer Institute 
Vice President, Research 
 
Danelle Kosmal is the vice president of research at the Beer Institute, joining in August 2021. In this role, 
Danelle leads policy research for the organization, manages economic reporting distributed to members 
and the public and speaks at industry events about beer trends in the U.S.  
 
Before joining the Beer Institute, Danelle worked in marketing research at NielsenIQ (formerly Nielsen) 
for 16 years, where she led industry thought leadership and best practice solutions for beer, wine and 
spirits clients, industry groups and the media.  
 
Danelle has nearly 25 years of research and marketing experience and is passionate about leveraging 
data to develop insights and actions for the beer industry. Danelle received her MBA from the University 
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of Pittsburgh and her B.A. in international studies and economics from Allegheny College in 
Pennsylvania.  
---------- 
 
Annie Starke Lange 
Beer Institute 
Senior Director, Federal Affairs 
 
Annie Starke Lange is the senior director of federal affairs for the Beer Institute. She joined the Beer 
Institute in March 2022, after serving as an associate and policy advisor at Brownstein Hyatt Farber 
Schreck, where she worked extensively on federal tax policy.  
 
Annie is a former congressional staffer for the House Ways and Means Committee and spent two years 
working at the National Beer Wholesalers Association.  
 
Annie is a graduate of Catholic University (J.D.) and the University of Vermont (B.S.). She is barred to 
practice law in the District of Columbia. Annie lives in Washington, D.C. with her husband Justin and 
black labrador, Bogey. 
---------- 
 
David Morgenstern 
HEINEKEN USA 
Senior Director, Government Affairs 
 
David Morgenstern joined HEINEKEN USA in March 2017 as the head of government affairs. Previously 
he served as a Senate staffer for more than ten years, most recently as chief of staff to Sen. Lamar 
Alexander (R-TN).  
 
After leaving Capitol Hill, David worked at a bipartisan public affairs firm in Washington, D.C.– where he 
provided advice to HEINEKEN USA and a wide range of other clients. David’s private sector experience 
also includes serving as a litigation associate at law firms in Chicago and D.C., as well 
as managing business development for an online retailer.  
 
David earned his bachelor's from Emory University and his J.D. from Duke University School of Law.   
---------- 
 
Jason Murphy 
Buffalo Wild Wings 
Beverage Director 
 
Jason Murphy is the beverage director for Buffalo Wild Wings, a part of Inspire Brands, looking over the 
beer, wine, spirits, cocktail, and nonalc strategy for 1200+ sports bars nationwide. Prior to running 
beverage for BDubs, Jason spent his first five years with the company managing the largest draft beer 
program in the country, working with supplier partners, restaurant operators, and franchisees to create 
a beer program that drives velocity, guest frequency, and increased profitability. 
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A certified cicerone, Jason has spent over a decade in roles across the on-premise food and beverage 
industry, previously overseeing the bar business at Old Chicago Pizza and Taproom and marketing at 
Gordon Biersch Brewery & Restaurant. 
---------- 
 
The Honorable JB Pritzker 
Governor, Illinois 
 
Governor JB Pritzker was sworn in as the 43rd governor of Illinois on Jan. 14, 2019. Since taking office, 
he has accomplished one of the most ambitious and consequential policy agendas in state history. 

The governor won bipartisan passage for Rebuild Illinois, the largest investment in state history to 
upgrade roads, bridges, rail, broadband, and schools. He overcame years of fiscal mismanagement in 
Illinois by proposing and passing a balanced budget every year, eliminating the state’s multi-billion dollar 
bill backlog, reducing the state’s pension liability, and achieving six credit upgrades from rating agencies. 
He took bold action to put state government back on the side of working families by creating jobs, 
raising the minimum wage to a living wage, protecting reproductive rights, making university and 
community college education more affordable, and advancing equal pay for women. 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Pritzker saved lives and livelihoods by prioritizing the 
health and safety of Illinois residents while supporting families and businesses through the COVID-
induced recession. To protect hardworking families from additional hardship, one of the defining 
features of the governor’s response to the COVID financial crisis was launching the nation’s largest 
pandemic relief grant program for small businesses and the nation’s largest housing assistance program. 

In 2021, Governor Pritzker proposed and signed a comprehensive clean energy bill, making Illinois a 
national leader on climate action and the first state in the Midwest to pass a law phasing out fossil fuels. 

Before becoming governor, Pritzker founded 1871, the non-profit small business incubator in Chicago. 
Since its creation, Chicago has been named one of the top ten technology startup hubs in the world, and 
1871 was named the best incubator in the world. As governor, he continues to expand support for new 
business creation throughout the state and cut taxes for hundreds of thousands of small businesses 
while incentivizing job creation. Since 2019, annual new business startups in Illinois have grown by 
nearly 70%. Illinois now has the largest growth in small business creation among the largest states in the 
nation, beating states like California, Texas, Florida and New York. 

Governor Pritzker and his wife, MK, have been married for more than 25 years, and they are the proud 
parents of daughter, Teddi, and son, Don. 
---------- 
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Mary Jane Saunders 
Beer Institute 
Vice President, General Counsel & Secretary 
 
Mary Jane Saunders is vice president, general counsel and secretary for the Beer Institute. She joined 
the Beer Institute in 2011 after serving as general counsel for Subway Franchisee Advertising Fund Trust, 
the marketing and advertising arm of Subway restaurants. Prior to that, she was a partner at two 
national law firms.  
 
Mary Jane graduated with a B.A. from Virginia Tech and earned a J.D. from the Walter F. George School 
of Law at Mercer University. She is admitted to practice in Connecticut, D.C. and Virginia. 
---------- 
 
Kyle Simmons 
The Simmons & Russell Group 
Partner 
 
For the better part of two decades, Kyle Simmons has been a nationally recognized legislative, political 
and communications strategist. Situated squarely in the middle of Washington's most important public 
policy debates, Simmons has served at the highest levels of government as chief of staff to United States 
Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell (2007 - 2010), as Republican Whip (2003 - 2007) and in his 
Kentucky office. Since leaving government service in 2010, Simmons has provided public affairs 
consulting services to Fortune 500 companies and leading trade associations. 
 
During his time in the Senate, Simmons was responsible for overseeing legislative policy, formulating 
winning messages to communicate the policy objectives, and growing the support necessary inside and 
outside of Congress to achieve those policy goals. Whether it was major tax legislation, trade 
agreements, health care, troop funding, or helping manage the Republican side of three Supreme Court 
confirmations, Simmons played a leading role in them all. 
 
Along the way, Simmons' work has earned its share of plaudits. The Washington Post says he is 
"considered a legislative and political expert." Politico notes that he is "highly valued inside the Senate 
GOP leadership for his political and strategic acumen." 
 
Beyond his work on Capitol Hill, Simmons worked on a number of successful political campaigns 
including managing McConnell's reelection campaign (1996), Jim Bunning's election to the Senate 
(1998), and working on George W. Bush’s 2000 presidential bid. He also was a communications director 
for Humana, a Fortune 500 health care company, and provided public affairs counsel at both Quinn 
Gillespie & Associates and The FIRST Group. 
---------- 
 
Dr. Edward Slingerland, PhD 
University of British Columbia 
Distinguished University Scholar and Professor of Philosophy 
Author – Drunk: How We Sipped, Danced and Stumbled Our Way to Civilization 
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Edward Slingerland is Distinguished University Scholar and professor of philosophy at the University of 
British Columbia, where he also holds appointments in the departments of psychology and asian studies. 

Educated at Princeton, Stanford and UC Berkeley, he has taught at the University of Colorado, Boulder, 
the University of Southern California and the University of British Columbia. 

Dr. Slingerland is an expert on early Chinese thought, comparative religion and cognitive science of 
religion, big data approaches to cultural analysis, cognitive linguistics, digital humanities and humanities-
science integration. He is the author of several academic monographs and edited volumes from Oxford 
and Cambridge University Press, a major translation of the Analects of Confucius, and approximately 
fifty book chapters, reviews, and articles in top academic journals in a wide range of fields, from 
psychology, cognitive science and linguistics to Asian studies, philosophy, religious studies and 
international relations. He is the recipient of several book, research innovation and teaching awards. Dr. 
Slingerland’s broad research goals involve exploring the potential of novel digital humanities techniques, 
introducing more psychological realism and evolutionary perspectives to cultural studies and 
philosophy, and getting scientists to understand the importance and value of humanistic expertise—
especially when it comes to research areas such as literature, ethics or religion. 

Slingerland is a US-Canadian dual citizen. He was born in New Jersey and spent fifteen years in California 
(San Francisco and Los Angeles) before moving to Vancouver, BC, to take up his position at UBC. He 
splits his time between Vancouver and Northern California. 
---------- 
 
Benj Steinman 
Beer Marketer’s INSIGHTS 
President 
 
Benj Steinman is the president of Beer Marketer's INSIGHTS, Inc, the leading trade publisher for the 
United States brewing industry since 1970. BMI was founded by Jerry Steinman, Benj’s father. Benj 
joined BMI in 1980. He is publisher and editor of the flagship newsletter as well as several other online 
and print media publications. Beer Marketer's INSIGHTS currently has five newsletter publications: Beer 
Marketer's INSIGHTS, INSIGHTS Express, Craft Brew News, Beverage Business INSIGHTS and Alcohol 
Issues INSIGHTS. 

BMI typically hosts two annual conferences: a spring conference in Chicago and the Beer Insights 
Seminar in November in New York City.  BMI also publishes the annual statistical compendium, Beer 
Industry Update, and offers several webinars.  BMI is often quoted in leading newspapers, magazines 
and other media.  

Benj graduated from Brown University in 1978 with a Bachelor of Arts and from Columbia University in 
1991 with a Masters of Business Administration. 

Benj and his wife Robin live in Montebello, NY. They have 3 children. Continuing the family legacy into a 
3rd generation, their oldest son David joined Beer Marketer’s INSIGHTS in 2013 and their younger son 
Jason joined BMI in March 2020. 
---------- 
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Sam Toia 
Illinois Restaurant Association 
President & CEO 
 
Since 2012, Sam Toia has served as president & CEO of the Illinois Restaurant Association (IRA), a non-
profit trade association representing the state’s largest private sector employer, with projected 
employment in 2019 of 588,000 people and more than $30.1 billion in annual sales. The IRA owns and 
produces Chicago Gourmet – the annual food and wine festival held in Millennium Park that unites 
hundreds of restaurants, chefs and beverage experts and more than 14,000 attendees for a weekend 
filled with food and drink tastings, entertainment, cooking demonstrations, book signings, interactive 
seminars and more. Prior to his election, he served as the IRA’s chairman of the board. 
 
Toia is a graduate of DePaul University and a specialist in community and government relations. He has 
served in leadership positions in several civic and public agencies. Previously, he was a board member 
for McPier (McCormick Place Navy Pier) from 2003 to 2010. In 2011, Toia was appointed to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals. In 2017, Sam was appointed a member of the executive committee and board of 
directors for Choose Chicago.  
 
As president & CEO of the IRA, Toia is responsible for managing day-to-day operations of the 
association, increasing its membership base, developing strategies to enhance its profitability and 
maintaining positive relations with public officials and state and local agencies. He is passionate about 
local, state, and federal issues affecting the hospitality industry. 
 ---------- 
 
Bill Young 
Beer Institute 
Senior Director, Health Policy & Regulatory Affairs 
 
Bill Young is the senior director of health policy and regulatory affairs for the Beer Institute. His career in 
the beer industry started more than 26 years ago with Coors Brewing Company in Golden, CO.  
 
From the beginning, in 1994 to the present, Young has dedicated his career to seeking positive public 
policy outcomes for the industry and public health, which has included many years of providing services 
and programs to communities throughout the U.S. and the world that prevent drunk driving, underage 
drinking and over-consumption. He comes to the Beer Institute from Molson Coors Beverage Company, 
where he was senior director of global alcohol policy. Before his role with the global headquarters at 
Molson Coors in Denver, CO, he spent five years in Washington, D.C., as the senior director of beer 
policy for MillerCoors.   
 
Previously, he was the company’s manager of alcohol programs and policies. In that role, he primarily 
assisted distributors, retailers, consumers, and brewery employees in understanding their roles in 
preventing underage drinking and drunk driving. In addition, during his tenure in the beer industry, he 
was an integral contributor to Coors and MillerCoors’ efforts to self-regulate its advertising and 
marketing. 
 

http://illinoisrestaurants.org/
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Before working in the beer industry, Bill worked for Colorado Gov. Roy Romer, directing a statewide 
substance abuse prevention initiative called, Communities for a Drug-Free Colorado. He also had a 
seven-year career in college and professional sports, including five years in public affairs with the Denver 
Nuggets of the National Basketball Association. 
---------- 
 
Brendan Whitworth 
Anheuser-Busch 
CEO & Zone President, North America 
 
As CEO, Brendan leads Anheuser-Busch’s growth and long-term commercial strategy. Drawing on his 
deep experience in the CPG industry and years in the Marine Corps and Central Intelligence Agency, 
Brendan has a unique perspective on our business and consumers. 

In his previous role as U.S. chief sales officer, his strategic leadership, strong customer relationships, and 
expert use of innovative sales technologies and consumer insights resulted in improved financial results 
and strong commercial momentum for the company.  

Since joining A-B in 2013, Brendan has held key positions across our sales organization including leading 
trade marketing, category and sales technology efforts in the U.S. 
---------- 
 
Zuzana (Zuzy) Zvarova 
The Boston Beer Company 
Government Affairs Manager 
 
Zuzy Zvarova serves as government affairs manager at the Boston Beer Company, responsible for 
leading federal and state advocacy.  

Prior to joining Boston Beer Company, Zuzy managed state government affairs for Dunkin’ Brands where 
she led strategy to advance quick service restaurant legislative priorities. Zuzy has also worked for the 
National Beer Wholesalers Association, and she began her political career working for Senator Patrick 
Leahy of Vermont, serving time in his district office as well as his personal office in Washington, D.C.  

Zuzy grew up in Stowe, Vermont, and earned her bachelor’s degree in political science from the 
University of Vermont. She currently lives in the Boston, Massachusetts area with her husband and small 
black labrador, Zoey.   
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